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Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ.

Winter camp meeting began
Monday evening, December 26,
2022, at 7 p.m. despite the winter
storm and bitterly frigid tempera-
tures. Many of God's people met
together for fellowship for the final
camp meeting of 2022 in Newark,
Ohio, at the Church of God at
God's Acres. The meeting was
short, but our hearts were blessed.
We thoroughly enjoyed the pres-
ence of God's Spirit and sitting to-
gether in heavenly places.

The dear saints were graciously
welcomed and encouraged to feast
on the Lord's blessings. Brother
Decker's desire is for God's people
to have their souls spiritually en-
riched by the Word of God. The
Lord is not reluctant to give His
children an ample supply of spiri-
tual manna from His storehouse.
Brother Josh Thilmony prayed the
opening prayer for God's guidance
throughout the meeting.

The preaching was beneficial to
all, as the brethren faithfully pro-
claimed the solid teachings of
God's Word. Their messages pro-
vided the necessary help and in-
struction for the saints to grow and
mature spiritually. 

The Apostle Paul stated in
1 Timothy 2:4, "Who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth." God's 

desire is for souls to be saved and
for ones to go on to perfection. It is
through the preaching of the Gos-
pel, hearts are cleansed from sin.
We are happy to report needy souls
were converted from sin. Also, by
the sound teaching of the Scrip-
tures, greater understanding of the
truth was revealed.

Brother Abraham Burton was
the evening evangelist for the meet-
ing. As he began his first message,
he used Psalm 37:1-7 for his text.
The message was called "Encour-
aging Our Faith." Brother Burton
expounded on the words "fret not."
In addition, he stressed our need to
allow faith to grow stronger. On
Tuesday night, he used Romans
8:15 as a springboard into his mes-
sage entitled "We Cry, Abba, Fa-
ther." Wednesday night, he contin-
ued to expound on that same sub-
ject. The Lord changed the order of
the service on Thursday evening. A
quartet sang the song, "There's Too
Much to Gain to Lose." The altar
filled with needy souls seeking the
Lord's help. What a beautiful sight
to behold as convicted souls sought
deliverance!

On Tuesday morning, Brother
Nathan Harding brought a message
entitled "Bridge Builders of Holi-
ness." Wednesday morning, Brother
Brandon Gonzalez delivered a mes-
sage on the subject "The Mercy of
God." Then on Thursday morning,
Brother Mike Miller encouraged
our hearts to "Stand." All of these
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Genesis 4:8 And Cain talked
with Abel his brother: and it
came to pass, when they were in
the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother, and
slew him.

9 And the LORD said unto
Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?
And he said, I know not: Am I my
brother's keeper?

10 And he said, What hast
thou done? the voice of thy
brother's blood crieth unto me
from the ground.

11 And now art thou cursed
from the earth, which hath
opened her mouth to receive thy
brother's blood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the
ground, it shall not henceforth
yield unto thee her strength; a
fugitive and a vagabond shalt
thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the
LORD, My punishment is greater
than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven
me out this day from the face of
the earth; and from thy face shall
I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive
and a vagabond in the earth; and
it shall come to pass, that every
one that findeth me shall slay
me.

S
adly, the first physical
murder on record was
against a brother and not

an enemy. Cain's life was not in
danger. It was not self-defense,
but rather a heart of jealousy that
caused him to strike down his
brother. This event took place
after the sin of Cain's parents,
when no doubt, worship was not
as welcomed as it once was. The
very ground that received his
brother's blood would bring ret-
ribution for his sin by not yield-
ing its harvest, although it was
worked with hard labor. 

Cain cried out in Genesis
4:13, "My punishment is greater
than I can bear." Cain did not
bring up his sin, but he brought
up his punishment. In essence, he
said, "I cannot bear working this
ground with no results and being
separated from all religious ac-
tivities, worship, and family."

Genesis 4:16-17 reads: "And
Cain went out from the presence
of the LORD, and dwelt in the
land of Nod, on the east of Eden.
And Cain knew his wife; and she
conceived, and bare Enoch: and
he builded a city, and called the
name of the city, after the name
of his son, Enoch." God did not

punish Cain with death or afflic-
tion. Cain was to be a fugitive
and a vagabond. A fugitive is a
deserter, and a vagabond is a
wanderer and a drifter.

"The Way of Cain"
 

Jude 11 states: "Woe unto
them! for they have gone in the
way of Cain, and ran greedily
after the error of Balaam for re-
ward, and perished in the gain-
saying of Core." The Scripture
says, "They have gone in the way
of Cain." How did Cain go? He
was a murderer, he was selfish,
and he did what he wanted.
Someone may say, "I am not
murdering people as Cain did."
That may be true, but how many
souls have been murdered spiri-
tually by your actions? Romans
14:7-8 says: "For none of us liveth
to himself, and no man dieth to
himself. For whether we live, we
live unto the Lord; and whether
we die, we die unto the Lord:
whether we live therefore, or die,
we are the Lord's."

Others are affected by our
conduct, speech, actions, where
we go, and whom we run around
with. Something is coming your
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way to try your spirit. Your ac-
tions and speech will be on dis-
play. If your heart has some
dross in it, it will be revealed.
Cain's attitude was not right be-
fore the offering. The offering
revealed what was in his heart.

Hebrews 11:4 says, "By faith
Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying
of his gifts: and by it he being
dead yet speaketh." First John
3:12 reads: "Not as Cain, who
was of that wicked one, and slew
his brother. And wherefore slew
he him? Because his own works
were evil, and his brother's righ-
teous." These verses reveal Abel's
witness, that he was righteous,
and Cain's works were evil. Situ-
ations and tests are revealers.

Judges 6:1 states, "And the
children of Israel did evil in the
sight of the LORD: and the LORD

delivered them into the hand of
Midian seven years." In this par-
ticular chapter, you can read
about the call to Gideon and,
also, the condition of the Israel-
ites. Israel made dens and caves
in the mountains. They could not
reside in the plain country be-
cause they were forced to hide
themselves. They had to live like
wild beasts and were continually
hunted by their adversaries. The
Midianites and the Amalekites
together came against Israel and
destroyed their crops, took away
their cattle, sheep, and their sub-
stance. However, God was mer-
ciful.

Judges 6:7-10 reads: "And it
came to pass, when the children
of Israel cried unto the LORD be-
cause of the Midianites, That the
LORD sent a prophet unto the
children of Israel, which said
unto them, Thus saith the LORD

God of Israel, I brought you up
from Egypt, and brought you
forth out of the house of bond-
age; And I delivered you out of
the hand of the Egyptians, and
out of the hand of all that op-

pressed you, and drave them out
from before you, and gave you
their land; And I said unto you, I
am the LORD your God; fear not
the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land ye dwell: but ye have
not obeyed my voice."

The Call of Gideon

Israel was in a backslidden
condition. It was in this setting
Gideon was called. Judges 6:11-
25 states: "And there came an
angel of the LORD, and sat under
an oak which was in Ophrah,
that pertained unto Joash the
Abiezrite: and his son Gideon
threshed wheat by the winepress,
to hide it from the Midianites.
And the angel of the LORD ap-
peared unto him, and said unto
him, The LORD is with thee, thou
mighty man of valour. And Gid-
eon said unto him, Oh my Lord,
if the LORD be with us, why then
is all this befallen us? and where
be all his miracles which our fa-
thers told us of, saying, Did not
the LORD bring us up from
Egypt? but now the LORD hath
forsaken us, and delivered us
into the hands of the Midianites. 

"And the LORD looked upon
him, and said, Go in this thy
might, and thou shalt save Israel
from the hand of the Midianites:
have not I sent thee? And he said
unto him, Oh my Lord, where-
with shall I save Israel? behold,
my family is poor in Manasseh,
and I am the least in my father's
house. And the LORD said unto
him, Surely I will be with thee,
and thou shalt smite the
Midianites as one man. And he
said unto him, If now I have
found grace in thy sight, then
shew me a sign that thou talkest
with me. Depart not hence, I pray
thee, until I come unto thee, and
bring forth my present, and set it
before thee. And he said, I will
tarry until thou come again. 

"And Gideon went in, and
made ready a kid, and unleav-
ened cakes of an ephah of flour:

the flesh he put in a basket, and
he put the broth in a pot, and
brought it out unto him under
the oak, and presented it. And
the angel of God said unto him,
Take the flesh and the unleav-
ened cakes, and lay them upon
this rock, and pour out the broth.
And he did so. Then the angel of
the LORD put forth the end of the
staff that was in his hand, and
touched the flesh and the unleav-
ened cakes; and there rose up fire
out of the rock, and consumed
the flesh and the unleavened
cakes. Then the angel of the LORD

departed out of his sight.
"And when Gideon perceived

that he was an angel of the LORD,
Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD!
for because I have seen an angel
of the LORD face to face. And the
LORD said unto him, Peace be
unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not
die. Then Gideon built an altar
there unto the LORD, and called it
Jehovahshalom: unto this day it
is yet in Ophrah of the Abiez-
rites. And it came to pass the
same night, that the LORD said
unto him [here was the test],
Take thy father's young bullock,
even the second bullock of seven
years old, and throw down the
altar of Baal that thy father hath,
and cut down the grove that is by
it."

Those Scriptures show the
condition surrounding Gideon's
call. Verse 26 says, "And build an
altar unto the LORD thy God
upon the top of this rock, in the
ordered place, and take the sec-
ond bullock, and offer a burnt
sacrifice with the wood of the
grove which thou shalt cut
down." Gideon was to build an
altar to the Lord in the midst of
Baal country, when Israel was in
idolatry. Not only was he to
build an altar to the Lord but,
also, tear down the altar to Baal.
He was to cut down all the beau-
tiful trees and groves surround-
ing the altar of Baal, build an
altar to the Lord, and offer as a
sacrifice the best two bullocks
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from his father's herd. It was
quite a test! This test meant sure
death to Gideon if he was found
out. Gideon was faithful and did
as the Lord required, and he be-
came a mighty deliverer for Is-
rael from the Midianites.

Cain's Punishment

Tests are revealers of what is
in one's heart. God called Gideon
and showed him he was the man
chosen to deliver Israel. He was
from the tribe of Manasseh, one
of the poorest tribes, and he was
humbled that God called him.
However, when He called Gid-
eon, he had to pass the test. Even
his father was involved in Baal
worship. You can be doing well
in your life. You can be going to
church, reading your Bible, at-
tending camp meetings, and re-
vivals when along comes a test!

God allows things to come
upon us, and many times, they
reveal attitudes that ones may 
harbor on the inside. Cain's sacri-
fice revealed what was already
working in the heart of Cain. He
was more concerned about his
punishment than what he did. He
brought up the punishment, but
he did not say he was sorry. Gen-
esis 4:12-13 reads: "When thou
tillest the ground, it shall not
henceforth yield unto thee her
strength; a fugitive and a vaga-
bond shalt thou be in the earth.
And Cain said unto the LORD,
My punishment is greater than I
can bear." 

Let us consider Cain's pun-
ishment. He was to work in hard
labor, but the ground would not
yield its strength to him any-
more. He would need to work
double time to even produce a
crop. Also, he was to be a fugi-
tive and a vagabond. These two
terms together mean moving
from place to place without a
fixed home and wandering.

Colossians 1:20-23 tells us:
"And, having made peace
through the blood of his cross, by

him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether
they be things in earth, or things
in heaven. And you, that were
sometime alienated and enemies
in your mind by wicked works,
yet now hath he reconciled In the
body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy and un-
blameable and unreproveable in
his sight: If ye continue in the
faith grounded and settled, and
be not moved away from the
hope of the gospel, which ye

have heard, and which was
preached to every creature which
is under heaven; whereof I Paul
am made a minister."

Verse 23 says not to be
"moved away from the hope of
the gospel." There are ones who
are never settled. They do not
unpack their bags, so to speak,
and they are always ready to
move the moment they hear
something they do not like.

Genesis 4:16 reads, "And
Cain went out from the presence
of the LORD, and dwelt in the
land of Nod, on the east of
Eden." The Bible says he went
"out from the presence of the
LORD," and that is bad! It is bad if
you leave the presence of the
Lord, the place of help. Cain will-
ingly renounced God, forfeited
His rule over his life, so he
would no longer be under God's

control. He forsook his family,
worship, and the presence of
good people. Cain was justly left
to himself, his own thinking, his
own guidance, and his own abili-
ties. God was no longer talking
to him. We never read where
Cain came back into the presence
of God again. He made no at-
tempt to repent or ask for for-
giveness when God questioned
him. God was having mercy
when He questioned him. If Cain
had made an effort to repent and
ask for mercy, no doubt, it would
have been there for him.

Leaving the Presence of God

Cain is an example of people
who get into trouble, and instead
of turning to God, they leave the
presence of the Lord. The Bible
does not say Cain was sorry for
killing his brother. He actually
killed his brother! Yet there was
no sorrow and no asking the
Lord to forgive him and straight-
en it all out. He was willing to
leave the presence of the Lord
behind him.

The Bible says in 2 Thessalon-
ians 1:7-9: "And to you who are
troubled rest with us, when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels,
In flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be
punished with everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his
power." The Apostle Paul listed
two types of people in this one
verse: those who know not God
and those who do not obey the
Gospel. Cain was banished from
all that was good. There is no
doubt he wanted out from the
presence of God, but he wanted
out his way. He did not want to
go out with complete banish-
ment. However, God saw he
wanted his own way, and there
was no repentance; so God al-
lowed him to go, and he forsook
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all that was good.
Things have not changed

much since the days of Cain.
When ones want out from the
presence of God, they look for an
excuse. It is not hard to find one.
When the devil knows what you
are looking for, something will
pop up, and you will find it. If
you look, you can find multiple
excuses to leave a Church of God
congregation. It is mostly the
congregation's or the pastor's
fault; it is never your own fault
or lack of spirituality. Ones know
they can have more influence if
they say the pastor was at fault.
Others will sympathize with
them. "The pastor should not
have done that. Did the congre-
gation do that to you? No won-
der you are upset and leaving!" 

Cain did not say he was
sorry, or anything was his fault.
He said, "My punishment is more
than I can bear." God said, "You
are going to be a fugitive and a
vagabond," and he went out from
the presence of the Lord.

Sin's Effects

When sin entered into the
hearts of Adam and Eve, God
inquired of their sin. He asked
them in so many words: "What is
going on? Why are you no longer
desiring fellowship? Why have
you hid yourself?" This was a
great opportunity for them to
reply: "Lord, we have sinned! We
messed up and did exactly what
You said not to do." That did not
happen! They did not repent.
What happened is what still hap-
pens today. 

In Genesis 3:12-16 it states:
"And the man said, The woman
whom thou gavest to be with me,
she gave me of the tree, and I did
eat. [He was saying: 'God, it is
Your fault. The woman You gave
me got me into trouble.'] And the
LORD God said unto the woman,
What is this that thou hast done?
And the woman said, The ser-
pent beguiled [tricked, deceived]

me, and I did eat. 
"And the LORD God said unto

the serpent, Because thou hast
done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast
of the field; upon thy belly shalt
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat
all the days of thy life: And I will
put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel. Unto the woman he said, I
will greatly multiply thy sorrow
and thy conception; in sorrow
thou shalt bring forth children;
and thy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over
thee."

Today, many are up and
down and in and out in their
walk with God. Anything that
happens in the congregation af-
fects them, their attendance, fel-
lowship, and attitude. It also af-
fects their children, grandchil-
dren, and even their great-grand-
children. The children have little
or no confidence in the church
because of what they heard in the
home. They only heard about
problems in the congregation or
with the pastor. Their parents are
unstable in their attendance.
Children and grandchildren are
scattered away from church or in
Babylon because they heard in
the home there was nothing
wrong with Babylon.

Let us look at some of Cain's
offspring in the Bible. Genesis
4:16-19 states: "And Cain went
out from the presence of the
LORD, and dwelt in the land of
Nod, on the east of Eden. And
Cain knew his wife; and she con-
ceived, and bare Enoch [this is
not the Enoch that walked with
God]: and he builded a city, and
called the name of the city, after
the name of his son, Enoch. And
unto Enoch was born Irad: and
Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehu-
jael begat Methusael: and Me-
thusael begat Lamech. And La-
mech took unto him two wives:
the name of the one was Adah,

and the name of the other Zillah." 
Cain named a city after his

first son, and out of his lineage
came Lamech, who married two
wives. When ones start wander-
ing, or becoming vagabonds, all
kinds of things start to happen.
God brought one woman to one
man. If you want to know how
things should be set up, go back
to the beginning. The Bible says
in Matthew 19:7-8: "They say
unto him, Why did Moses then
command to give a writing of
divorcement, and to put her
away? He [Jesus] saith unto
them, Moses because of the hard-
ness of your hearts suffered you
to put away your wives: but from
the beginning it was not so."
From the beginning, it was one
wife for life.

Unclean Spirits

Same-sex marriage is a stench
in the face of God. God is hetero-
sexual. Nowhere in the Bible
does God condone a same-sex
marriage. It is one of the grossest
sins plaguing us today. Parents
who encourage it, ministers who
perform it, and those who take
part in it are all facing their sins
at the Judgment. Schools are be-
ing bombarded with lesbians,
homosexuals, and transgenders,
and many ministers are silent on
the subject.

Racism is still a sin in the
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[Camp Meeting Report continued from page 2]

messages were inspiring, encouraging, and challenging to the saints. They were
also soul-stirring to the lost and backslidden from God. 

Each afternoon, Brother Earl Borders taught a series of lessons on the theme,
"Understanding the Holy Spirit." Time or space would not allow us to elaborate
on the wealth of information brought to our hearts in those teaching services. The
children's Bible school program convened each afternoon. Sister Karen Wilks and
many helpers worked effectively with young, tender hearts. They labored diligently
to teach the children the ways of the Lord, instilling the importance of living for
God in their minds.

The saints were privileged to enjoy inspirational singing. Both the adult and
youth choirs sang beautifully during the meeting. The singers warmed and blessed
our hearts. This final camp meeting of the year provided great blessing and
encouragement to all who attended. It is always sorrowful when camp meeting
ends and ones leave a wonderful atmosphere to go back into their worldly sur-
roundings. We want to remind our readers, CDs and DVDs of the messages and
songs are available. You can find a list of these on page 27 of this issue.

Selected

hearts of some people. Racism
should never exist in a Church of
God congregation, and it does
not exist in the true Church of
God. Things can creep in, and if
you are not careful, the spirit of
the world can affect you. The
church is separate from the
world. Christians do not think,
act, dress, or carry on as the
world. The church does not pro-
test, deface buildings, steal, or
carry signs. The Christian in his
prayer closet accomplishes more
than all the signs and protesting.

James was run through with
a sword. Peter was thrown into
prison as other Christians were.
All of this was unfair. However,
the dragon (pagan Rome) was
cast down by the two vicars of
the church—the Word and the
Spirit. You do not read that the
Christians marched with signs in
protest because Peter was in
prison. The Bible says they went
to prayer. This is not the time to
be wandering around or be up a
miff tree, so to speak. It is time to
get really close to God. We need
God's direction. Cain was given
the opportunity to repent and
come clean, but instead, he chal-
lenged God. That was a terrible
mistake. 

Revelation 16:13-15 states:
"And I saw three unclean spirits
like frogs come out of the mouth
of the dragon, and out of the
mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. For
they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of
the whole world, to gather them
to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty. Behold, I [Jesus]
come as a thief. Blessed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his gar-
ments, lest he walk naked, and
they see his shame." 

Church of God, these spirits
are out there. We are instructed
to watch and keep our garments
clean and spotless. If you are not
careful, these spirits will over-
take you, and you will lose your

effectiveness in winning a lost-
and-dying world. You can also
lose your effectiveness with your
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren. Be careful!
God is real, but so is Satan. Satan
is continually on the move to
take someone down from the
high and lofty place God has
elevated them. First Peter 5:8 tells
us, "Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seek-
ing whom he may devour." 

Heeding the Warning

Again, this is not a time to
mess around and wander, but
rather it is a time to get real close
to the Lord, for the day of His
return is getting closer. There are
ones who have been warned over
and over about the need of get-
ting saved. They have given no
response or indication they will
heed the warning. I must warn
you. You never want God to stop
troubling you. I distinctly re-
member Brother Emerson Wilson
and several ministers praying for
an individual who was practi-
cally begging God to talk to him.
He had turned God down so
much in his life that God left him

alone. That is terrible! If God
ever stops talking to you, your
hope is gone, and you are
doomed!

Cain made a terrible decision,
and he became a vagabond.
Never let that happen to you.
Wherever there are people, there
will always be problems, but that
is no sign you should throw up
your hands and quit. 

Cain went out from the pres-
ence of the Lord and became a
vagabond, a fugitive, and a wan-
derer. He built a city and called it
after the name of his son Enoch.
He wandered away from the
presence of anything good. Cain
was a wicked individual. The
Scriptures warn us through Jude
and John not to go the way of
Cain. God is looking for people
who are settled, established,
rooted and grounded in the
things of God. He has good
things for His people. God ex-
pects us to do what is right to
receive them.

(Compact Disc TR-2516)

Brother Roger L. Decker is the 
pastor of the Church of God in 

Newark, OH.
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G
od wants His people to
be zealous and stand
for the truth, love the

truth, and live the truth. He does
not want His people to be indif-
ferent. We are involved in spiri-
tual warfare, and as we go
through life, it becomes an even
greater battle. By the grace of
God, I am going to win the battle,
and no one can come between me
and God. It is all contingent upon
my obedience to Almighty God.
I settled it long ago at an altar of
prayer when I was just a boy. I
am glad I have chosen this way.
I would not trade it for anything
in the world. It is the best way to
live. I mean to live the way God
intends for me to live.

Too many are failing of the
grace of God. We need the grace
of God to deal with the situations
of life—family situations, congre-
gational situations, and situations
at school and work. If you fail of
the grace of God, you will invite
in a wrong spirit and a rebel-
lious, bitter attitude. I like the
song that says, "Keep my spirit
right!"

In this spiritual warfare, we

are warring against the elements
of the world. The spirit of indif-
ference can be catastrophic to the
church. I am excited about the
wonderful work of God. The
church is the most beautiful insti-
tution in the world. In many
places, it has lost its dignity and
beauty. The church is high and
lifted up; she is lofty and beauti-
ful. Let us live so we are a credit
to God. Apathy is gripping the
hearts of many today through
lukewarmness, indifference, and
lethargy.

The welfare of your soul
should be your top priority in
life. Your life should be filled
with prayer, reading God's eter-
nal Word, and attendance to the
house of worship.

I like to see new people born
into the Kingdom of God. There
is nothing more thrilling to me
than to see souls saved. We are
here to see men and women
brought in from the sinful walks
of life. We are not here to be en-
tertained. The Bible tells us there
are places where souls are
brought to birth, but the mother
is too weak to bring them forth.

May God help us be a strong
mother.

Jesus said in Matthew 6:33,
"But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added
unto you." Prayer should be first
on your schedule for the day. Be-
fore any of your activities, you
should pray, read the Word, and
do God's work. God will provide
all the material things of life you
need if you put Him first. You
may not always get the things
you want. They may not be good
for you, and they may lead to
your destruction. God knows
what is good for you.

"The Zeal of Thine House
Hath Eaten Me Up"

The church is held to the
highest standard of conduct.
God's people are the most re-
sponsible people. Doctors and
airplane pilots are extremely re-
sponsible, but a Church of God
minister is more responsible than
anyone in the world. He is deal-
ing with the eternal souls of men
and women and where they will
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spend eternity. It is most serious.
If you were invited into an

operating room where a surgeon
was performing open-heart sur-
gery, you would witness a seri-
ous situation. You would be
quiet. You would not be cracking
jokes, looking around, or paying
half attention. Even more so,
your attention should be given to
the man of God when you are in
the house of God. God forbid we
become indifferent, apathetic, or
lukewarm. We need to be our
very best when the man of God
speaks from God's eternal Word.

John 2:13-15 states: "And the
Jews' passover was at hand, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And
found in the temple those that
sold oxen and sheep and doves,
and the changers of money sit-
ting: And when he had made a
scourge of small cords, he drove
them all out of the temple, and
the sheep, and the oxen; and
poured out the changers' money,
and overthrew the tables."

I can see the anger of the
Lord responding to the way they
had desecrated the place of wor-
ship. Even in the summer, you
should get up and be at the
house of worship on time each
Sunday. You should be dressed
in your best clothing. Do not
come half clad. You are coming
to worship God. Be your best for
God. 

Verse 16 says, "And [Jesus]
said unto them that sold doves,
Take these things hence; make
not my Father's house an house
of merchandise." Sadly, this is
exactly what is going on in the
house of worship in many places.
Your children should not bring
Girl Scout cookies or other items
to church to sell. There are cer-
tain requirements God has set
down, and there are some things
we ought not do.

Verse 17 states, "And his dis-
ciples remembered that it was
written, The zeal of thine house
hath eaten me up." How zealous
are you to further the cause of

God? How important is the work
of God to you? Is it continually
on your mind and heart? Is it
driving you? The furtherance of
God's cause ought to be foremost
in our minds wherever we go. I
do not want to do one thing to
hinder the cause of God. We may
not always see everything exactly
alike, but we should work to-
gether to further the cause of
God.

Commercial Activities
Corrupt the House of God

John 2:18-25 reads: "Then
answered the Jews and said unto
him, What sign shewest thou
unto us, seeing that thou doest
these things [the unbelieving,
wicked world is still looking for
signs, and they are all around]?
Jesus answered and said unto
them, Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up. Then
said the Jews, Forty and six years
was this temple in building, and
wilt thou rear it up in three days?
But he spake of the temple of his
body. When therefore he was
risen from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this
unto them; and they believed the
scripture, and the word which
Jesus had said. 

"Now when he was in Jerusa-
lem at the Passover, in the feast
day, many believed in his name,
when they saw the miracles
which he did. But Jesus did not
commit himself unto them, be-
cause he knew all men, [Jesus
knew their hearts, and He knew
they were not worthy. Before
God commits Himself to you,
you have to be worthy.] And
needed not that any should tes-
tify of man: for he knew what
was in man."

Jesus and His disciples had
gone to Jerusalem for the Jewish
Passover. The Passover was a
commemoration of God's won-
derful, miraculous deliverance of
His people from Egyptian bond-
age. It was a wonderful time.

However, in the courtyards
where religious activities should
have been, there were commer-
cial activities. In many places
today, commercial activities are
more important than spiritual
activities. In the house of God,
the Church of God, spiritual ac-
tivities should take priority over
everything else. 

All kinds of commercial ac-
tivities were going on in the
courtyard surrounding the tem-
ple. No doubt, those vendors
rationalized what they were do-
ing was for the convenience of
the people, but all kinds of evil
had entered in. Crooked things
were going on, which angered
the Son of God. I do not want to
arouse the anger of God in any
way. The sellers at the temple
had abused so many things. The
worship of God had been cor-
rupted because money was such
an important part of what they
were doing.

We can learn some profound
lessons from this Scripture read-
ing. First, the house of worship
should be dedicated only to the
worship of God. No commercial
activities should be carried on
there. I personally think we
should be careful of what we talk
about in the house of worship.
Some talk should be reserved for
outside the premises of the house
of God. Children should be
taught by Mother and Dad that it
is a sacred, consecrated place.
Only worship in the Spirit and
truth should be carried on there.
Spiritual songs and hymns
should be sung with grace in our
hearts.

Who Can Stand in the 
Presence of God?

Malachi predicted what
would happen when Jesus came.
In Malachi 3:1-2 he wrote: "Be-
hold, I will send my messenger,
and he shall prepare the way
before me: and the Lord, whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to
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his temple, even the mes-
senger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: be-
hold, he shall come, saith
the LORD of hosts. But
who may abide the day of
his coming?" Who can
stand in the awesome pre-
sence of God? The door is
open to whomsoever will,
but only holy men and
women can stand in the
presence of God. When I
sense hypocrisy, I turn the
heat up. The church is cleansed
through the preaching of the
Word. 

Psalm 1:1-2 states: "Blessed is
the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But his delight is in the
law of the LORD; and in his law
doth he meditate day and night."
I read somewhere that while you
are traveling on an airplane, bus,
or train, if you see what people
are reading, you can tell what
kind of person they are. I do not
get my Bible out just because I
want to be seen. I read my Bible
when I travel because it is a won-
derful time to feed my soul. 

Meditation has become a lost
art for many today. Few people
take the time to meditate. They
are just too busy. Psalm 1:3 goes
on to say, "And he shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of wa-
ter, that bringeth forth his fruit in
his season; his leaf [we are speak-
ing about being zealous, being
fruitful, and winning souls for
Christ] also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall pros-
per." This is not merely poetry;
this is the truth! When a godly
man does something, it will pros-
per. I desire to see congregations
prosper, grow, and produce
souls. 

Verses 4-6 state: "The un-
godly are not so: but are like the
chaff which the wind driveth
away. Therefore the ungodly
shall not stand in the judgment,

nor sinners in the congregation of
the righteous. For the LORD

knoweth the way of the righ-
teous: but the way of the ungodly
shall perish." 

Most sinners will not say, "I
could not dwell among those
godly, holy, righteous people."
Instead, they say things such as:
"The services are too long"; "The
preacher preaches too loudly"; or
"The seats are too hard." The real
reason is they are uncomfortable.
I wish people were 100 percent
honest with God! It is extremely
difficult to find people who are
honest with God, humanity, and
themselves.

Developing Strong Faith

Malachi 3:2-3 states: "But who
may abide the day of his coming?
and who shall stand when he
appeareth? for he is like a re-
finer's fire, and like fullers' soap:
And he shall sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver." That is what
God is doing for you and me.
Throughout life, He is continu-
ally purifying and refining us.
We go through hard, difficult
situations. He puts the fire on us.
Just as silver is tried by the fire,
we are tried in the fiery trials of
life. I have had some severe, fiery
trials. My mom always told me,
"It is good for you." It taught me
discipline.

Verse 3 continues, "And he
shall sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver: and he shall purify the
sons of Levi, and purge them as

gold and silver [why?],
that they may offer unto
the LORD an offering in
righteousness." The songs,
testimonies, and prayers
are all offerings being
brought to God from a
righteous and holy vessel.

Jesus performed a
number of miracles before
the people in Jerusalem.
The Bible says in John
2:23-24: "Many believed
in his name, when they

saw the miracles which he did.
But Jesus did not commit himself
unto them, because he knew all
men." Their faith was superficial.
Too many people have superfi-
cial faith, which means it is shal-
low, or only surface faith. We
need strong faith. God takes us
through strong battles to develop
strong faith. God has never failed
me yet, and He never will. God
cannot fail. When you stand on
His Word, you will never fall.

Some people have superficial,
shallow, surface, external, and
phony faith. Their faith is not
deep enough. God wants you to
develop strong faith in Him.
Christ will only commit Himself
to people who are totally and
wholeheartedly committed to
Him. If Jesus gave His all, it is
only fair we should also give our
all. If you go through life ignor-
ing God, when you come down
to the end of life, it is not fair to
turn to God and seek Him then.
If you want God to help you in
difficult times of life, be diligent
in fair weather. Give God your
ultimate best every day, every
moment of your life. Then when
you come down to the hard tri-
als, you can rest so sweetly in
Him. One song says, "Give of
your best to the Master." 

Jesus cleansed the temple,
and three years later, He
cleansed it again. Luke 19:45-47
says: "And he went into the tem-
ple, and began to cast out them
that sold therein, and them that
bought; Saying unto them, It is
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written, My house is the house of
prayer [another activity that goes
on in the house of worship is fer-
vent prayer, sometimes wet with
tears]: but ye have made it a den
of thieves. And he taught daily in
the temple. But the chief priests
and the scribes and the chief of
the people sought to destroy
him."

Delivered From Demon 
Possession

I have seen people manifest,
live out, and exemplify the same
spirit those Jews had when they
said, "Give us Barabbas; crucify
Jesus." In too many cases today,
people want a minister who lives
a crooked, ungodly, and unholy
life. At the same time, they want
to crucify the clean man of God.
People who make the decision to
go to Babylon are doing exactly
what the first century Jews did.
They wanted Barabbas, who was
a murderer. They said, "Crucify
the Son of God." That same spirit
is around today. Spirits do not
die. They sit on the shoulder of
anyone who is flirting with them.
If you flirt too long, they will
take over and control you.

When I was a young minister,
I met a woman who was a uni-
versity professor. She had played
around with false religion until
she was possessed of a devil. Are
there demon possessed people
today? Absolutely! Many of the
atrocities and catastrophic things
happening today are a result of
people who are demon pos-
sessed. Many mentally deranged
people are actually demon pos-
sessed. For thirty-five years, this
woman worked, went to college,
and became a professor, and kept
this spirit subdued within her.
During one service, she came for-
ward, and the ministers prayed
with her. Then she flopped
around on the floor. I had seen
nothing like that before, and it
scared me. When the Holy Spirit
works on a man or a woman,

they are decent and act whole-
some.

As this woman flopped
around on the floor, the older
ministers quickly dismissed the
people and commenced to work
with her. She told us the history
of her life. She had allowed Pen-
tecostal people to pray with her,
and she became possessed with a
bad spirit. What a battle I saw
with my own eyes! The spirit
screamed, hollered, and carried
on. It threw her in all kinds of
directions. The evil spirit said, "I
will kill you if you allow them to
pray for you." One pastor said:
"Keep on praying and rebuking
the devil. God will raise her." 

The woman was delivered
from demon possession. She
said: "I suddenly have been
thawed out. For thirty-five years
I was in a deep freeze, but now I
have feeling!" Her children said
she was always nice, but very
cold all her life. Her husband
testified, "I have a new wife."
God is still the same today. If we
will live where we should, we
can see the miraculous power of
God. It is all contingent on the
way we live. God is the same.
God has not changed, but people
change.

Furthering the Cause of God
 

The problem men of God
have today is more often with the
religious hypocrites. I have a
wonderful rapport with the ma-
jority of the people in my com-
munity and the outright sinners.
It is the religious hypocrites, the
professing people, who give the
church a tough time. An outright
sinner will often greet me: "Hel-
lo, Mr. Stegmeier. How are you?"
Many times, the religious hypo-
crite will turn around and ignore
me. 

Luke 19:47-48 reads: "But the
chief priests and the scribes and
the chief of the people sought to
destroy him, And could not find
what they might do: for all the

people were very attentive to
hear him." God will protect and
keep you in every situation of
life.

Jesus had a passion for fur-
thering the cause of God. He had
a passion for obeying God and
doing the work God intended for
Him to do. There is no greater
work than furthering the cause of
God. My desire is to see the
Church of God go forward and
shine resplendently as it ought,
as a city set high on a hill, doing
marvelous things for God.

Jesus paid the highest price
possible—His life. What price are
you paying? How is your com-
mitment? How is your zeal? D. S.
Warner wrote the song, "Who
Will Suffer With the Savior?"
There is much suffering in this
world. If you go against the ele-
ments of this world, you will
suffer. One verse says:

Oh, for consecrated service
'Mid the din of Babel strife;
Who will dare the truth to 

herald,
At the peril of his life?

May God help us commit
ourselves in a greater way to
further the cause of God. In these
closing days of time, we need a
fresh baptism of fervent, holy
zeal. Too many are inactive and
listless when it comes to spread-
ing the Gospel. I am proud of the
Church of God. I love when peo-
ple ask questions concerning the
doctrines of the church and
where they are found in the
Word of God. Peter said in 1 Pe-
ter 3:15, "But sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to ev-
ery man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear." May God
help us.

The Holy Fire

Isaiah 9:5 says, "For every
battle of the warrior is with 
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confused noise, and garments
rolled in blood; but this shall be
with burning and fuel of fire." I
hardly ever recommend a book
outside the Bible, but I do recom-
mend Pilgrim's Progress, written
by John Bunyan. He was a Puri-
tan preacher incarcerated for
preaching the Gospel without a
license in England. He was put in
the Bedford jail, but he used his
time wisely and wrote the classic
allegory. There is a scene in the
book where someone is pouring
fuel on a fire on one side of a
wall, and on the other side of the
wall, someone is pouring water
on the fire. If you have a fire in
your heart, the devil is out to
quench it. He wants to pour cold
water on you.

Isaiah 9:6-7 reads: "For unto
us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: [It has
never been given to anyone else.
Jesus still controls the govern-
ment of the church. He puts in,
He puts out, He puts up, and He
puts down. God does all things,
and He controls the nations of
the world.] and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
[Do you need counsel? He is the
best counselor.] The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace. 

"Of the increase of his gov-
ernment and peace there shall be
no end, upon the throne of Da-
vid, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it
[how?] with judgment [the Bible
says He redeems Zion with judg-
ment] and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this."

I want more and more of the
zeal of God in my life. The ele-
ment of fire is often referred to as
typical of zeal or fervor. When
speaking of Jesus, John the Bap-
tist said, "He shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire" (Matthew 3:11). One song
says:

Let the fire fall on me,
Let the fire fall on me;
The fire of Pentecost,
Consuming sin and dross,
Let the holy fire from Heaven 

fall on me.

We need some fire in our
souls, fire in the pulpit, and fire
in the pews. Fire is a symbol of
cleansing, purification, and zeal.
Zeal also means "persistence;
interest." The zeal of Christ even-
tually brought Him to an
untimely death. Jesus set His face
toward Jerusalem, and regard-
less of what He would suffer, He
kept on going.

"None of These Things
Move Me"

 
Acts 20:17-24 says, speaking

of Paul: "And from Miletus he
sent to Ephesus, and called the
elders of the church. And when
they were come to him, he said
unto them, Ye know, from the
first day that I came into Asia,
after what manner I have been
with you at all seasons, Serving
the Lord with all humility of
mind, and with many tears, and
temptations, which befell me by
the lying in wait of the Jews: And
how I kept back nothing that was
profitable unto you, [One charac-
teristic of the Church of God is
we preach everything from the
Bible. We teach the Lord's Sup-
per, and we teach feet washing.
Both are profitable. Feet washing
services keep us humble.] but
have shewed you, and have
taught you publickly, and from
house to house, Testifying both
to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God,
and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.

"And now, behold, I go
bound in the spirit unto Jerusa-
lem, not knowing the things that
shall befall me there: Save that
the Holy Ghost witnesseth in
every city, saying that bonds and
afflictions abide me. But none of

these things move me, neither
count I my life dear unto myself,
so that I might finish my course
with joy, and the ministry, which
I have received of the Lord Jesus,
to testify the gospel of the grace
of God."

What if the Lord were to tell
you, "You are going to such-and-
such a place, and when you get
there, you will be beaten with a
whip thirty-nine times, and you
will be incarcerated for six
months"? Would you think twice
about going? Paul said, "But none
of these things move me." 

God wants to save everyone,
but He works through human
instrumentality. If He has a job to
do, He will choose a saint of
God. To save His people from
the Flood, God chose Noah. To
teach humanity about the one
true God, He called Abraham. In
order to deliver His people from
the bondage of Egypt, He com-
missioned Moses. When God
showed the plan for saving Israel
in Persia, Mordecai reasoned
with Queen Esther. He said,
"Who knoweth whether thou art
come to the kingdom for such a
time as this?" (Esther 4:14). God
used a woman to save His people
at a very critical time in Jewish
history.

The Word of God is replete
with men and women who were

12 GospelTrumpeter.com • March 2023



uncompromising. They refused
to compromise their convictions
no matter what vice they were
put in. Besides those I have al-
ready mentioned, there were
Daniel and the three Hebrew
children. I like how Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego an-
swered the king in Daniel 3:16-
18: "O Nebuchadnezzar, we are
not careful to answer thee in this
matter. If it be so, our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace,
and he will deliver us out of
thine hand, O king. But if not, be
it known unto thee, O king, that
we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which
thou hast set up." No matter what
happens, are you going to remain
true to your godly convictions?

John Huss was burned at the
stake for his stand for God.
Through his witness, God
brought Martin Luther, the Wes-
ley brothers, John Bunyan, and
Daniel S. Warner on the scene,
who also stood strong for God.
Now it is up to you and me. Let
us stand strong for God in our
day. How is your zeal? Does the
work of God mean more to you
than anything else in your life?

Personal Evangelism

I read a biography about D.
L. Moody, which was written by
his son. This came from his book:
"Moody was preaching on Sun-
day night, October 8, 1871, to the
largest crowd he had ever spo-
ken to in Chicago. Concluding
his sermon on the text, 'What
shall I do then with Jesus which
is called Christ?' (Matthew
27:22), he said: 'I wish you would
take this text home with you and
turn it over in your minds during
the week. And next Sabbath, I
want you to come to Calvary and
the Cross, and we will decide
then what to do with Jesus Christ
of Nazareth!'

"Ira Sankey, Moody's song
leader, then started to sing a

hymn, but he never finished it
because outside he could hear
the rush of fire engines and the
clatter of horses' hooves on those
Chicago streets. By morning,
Chicago lay in ashes. To his dy-
ing day, Moody regretted his
failure that night to bring his
congregation to a place of mak-
ing a decision to accept Christ.
Moody said: 'I have never dared
to give an audience a week to
think of their salvation since. If
they are lost, they might rise up
in the Judgment against me!'"

Now is the day of salvation.
Now is the time to take care of
things in your life. What if you
die before making things right? I
was taught from a child, if you
have something amiss in your
life, take care of it now.

God is using men and women
today who are motivated by holy
zeal. Greater work can be done
for God in these closing days of
time if we give ourselves to God
in a greater way. We need to
read more, pray more, obey
more, and spend more time in
our secret closet with God. D. L. 

Moody also said, "It remains to
be seen what God will do with an
individual who will totally give
himself to God."

In the many years I have been
a pastor, I have found most peo-
ple are brought in and saved
through personal evangelism.
They have been touched by the
life of a saint of God, who has
taken the time to work with
them, counsel with them, love
them, and care for them. Luke
wrote in Acts 8:4, "Therefore they
[speaking of the early church]
that were scattered abroad went
every where preaching the
word." You do not have to be a
preacher to preach the Word.
You can preach the Word
through living the Gospel. You
can be a living epistle at home,
school, work, and wherever you
go. 

(C-4863M)

Brother E. David Stegmeier is the 
pastor of the Church of God in 

Canby, OR.

BATTLEMENTS

"When thou buildest a new house, . . . make a
battlement for thy roof, that thou bring not blood
upon thine house, if any man fall from thence"
(Deuteronomy 22:8).

A battlement was required by Jewish law to be built upon
every house. It consisted of a low wall built around the roofs
of the houses to prevent persons from falling off, since the
roof was an important part of every house and was put to
many uses—domestic work, social gatherings, sleeping, and
a play area for children (Encyclopedia of the Bible).

"Many immoral things are going on in the world, but the
child of God's home ought to have a battlement against them
all. As parents, we have the privilege of setting up battle-
ments in the lives of our children" (Brother E. A. Wilson).
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H
ave you ever thrown a
rock into a pond or a
creek and seen the

water ripple out? This is called
"the ripple effect." Usually, it
works best on a still body of wa-
ter. The bigger the rock, the big-
ger the ripple. Sometimes if you
skip the rocks, they have ripples.
Even when you fill your bath-
room sink, one drop of water will
cause ripples. 

We are all making a ripple
effect in our lives. I saw a video
of a young man who was about
twenty-four years old. He talked
about a ripple effect on his fam-
ily. He said he came from a nor-
mal family. His dad and mom
worked, and they were all hap-
py, normal kids. Suddenly,
things changed when two cous-
ins came to live with his family.
It started out for a week, then it
turned into two weeks, a month,
and then a couple of months.
They had no idea his uncle was a
heroin addict. The news came as
a blow. These two cousins were
now making them late to every-
thing, eating the snacks that were
supposed to go into their lunch-
es, and his entire family was af-
fected. 

The cousins did not under-
stand why there were no bugs in
their hair and in their beds be-
cause they had been living with
bugs. They also had cigarette
burns on their arms. All these
things were rippling into his fam-
ily. He was fourteen years old
when things went from bad to

worse. His uncle overdosed and
died. Family members got in-
volved and fought over visitation
and custody of the kids. His
mom got sick and had to quit her
job, which meant his dad had to
work nights to make more mon-
ey. His older sister went to col-
lege and rarely came home. His
younger sister went into a de-
pression and threatened suicide.
He said the only saving grace he
had was an overwhelming sup-
port from friends and teachers.
The ripple effect of someone else
in his life saved this young man.

This young man said, "Addic-
tion affected every aspect of my
life, and I was not even the user."
Consider how things can affect
us! It was his uncle who used
drugs, but his uncle's actions
reached out and caused total dis-
ruption to his home and life. He
was not the one involved in
drugs, but the ripple effect
reached out and touched him.

Many think: "I can do what I
want to do, and it is no big deal.
It will only affect me." Only if
you lived on an island all alone
would what you do not influence
anyone else. However, nobody
lives on an island alone, so ev-
erything you do affects someone
somewhere. The decisions you
make, the actions you take, and
the words you speak will have a
ripple effect. It makes no differ-
ence how insignificant you may
feel, even a drop of water makes
a ripple effect.

If you decide to backslide, or

give up, your ripple of influence
will reach someone. You have
your own corner of influence. We
all have our own little world we
affect. If you are in school, others
are watching your life, whether
they are in your close circle or
not. Ones will watch to see how
you react to things that happen to
you. Are you pushed to the ex-
treme? How do you handle tri-
als? Also, you may have friends
at church, in the youth group,
your youth leaders, your parents,
your pastor, and others in the
congregation who are watching
you.

Names are mentioned in
prayer services because people
carry a burden for those who are
not doing well. Sometimes, you
can hear the heartbreak in the
voice of the one who is carrying
the burden for their brother, sis-
ter, or friend. The ripple effect of
their actions has reached out, and
ones carry a burden and pray for
them.

Young people are developing
who they are, forming their own
opinions and making their own
decisions. Mom and Dad may no
longer pick out their clothes.
They may choose their classes for
school. Some are getting more
independence. They may have a
driver's license and their own
car, going places and doing
things on their own. 

You may think it is ridiculous
to have to worry about every-
thing you say and do. You may
even say: "Who am I responsible

The Ripple Effect
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for? They should worry about
their own actions and figure it
out themselves." That may be
true. However, you should be
aware of your influence on oth-
ers. It could be good or bad. You
may not be aware of the people
you are touching. There may be a
boy or girl in school who is
struggling to make it. You may
have no idea what they are going
through at home. You can have a
positive impact.

I read a story about a young
boy who was picking up star-
fishes and throwing them back
into the ocean. The high tide had
come in and gone back out, and
all these starfishes from the
ocean were on the sand dying.
Someone asked him: "Why are
you doing this? It is a waste of
time. You cannot save them all."

As he picked another one up,
he said, "I saved this one," and
threw it back into the ocean.
Sometimes we may look at the
big picture and think: "I cannot
make a huge impact. I
am a young nobody."
However, you can
make a difference in
one person's life.

If the youth leaders
did not show up one
Sunday, everyone in
the  youth group
would be affected,
concerned, and even worried
and confused. If you miss a ser-
vice, ones will become concerned
about you. They are affected by
your absence because you have
rippled into their lives. 

In the Bible, from the very
beginning, "stones" were thrown,
and they made a ripple. It started
with Adam and Eve, then went
to Cain and Abel, and Moses and
the children of Israel. Samson
made a huge ripple because he
was mighty and strong. He took
on armies. Then he had a little
ripple in his life called Delilah.
One girl totally changed the
course of his life.

David was a small shepherd

boy when he went against Goli-
ath. I do not think too many
would charge a guy who was
over nine feet tall, wearing a 125-
pound suit of armor, with a
slingshot. However, Goliath was
speaking against God, and no-
body was doing anything about
it. God had already helped Da-
vid kill the bear and the lion, and
the effects of these victories in his
life caused him to know God was
going to do it again.

Later in David's life, he cov-
eted Bathsheba and killed her
husband to cover up his sin. Con-
sider the ripple effect he suffered
through his family and his chil-
dren. He was the king, and it
became known what he did. The
ripple effect kept going. We are
still reading about it today, along
with other events such as Daniel
and the lion's den and the three
Hebrew boys.

Ananias and Sapphira, in
Acts, Chapter 5, came separately
to the Apostles with the same

story, and both suf-
fered the same end-
ing. There are many
in the Bible who have
made ripple effects.
Ruth was a nobody
who went to a land
she did not know. She
followed her mother-
in-law, and millions

of people have read her story
from the Bible. It is amazing to
think about! There are things
today on social media that hap-
pened years ago, and they are
still there today.

I did some research on the
Columbine school shooting that
happened in Colorado in 1999. A
book called She Said Yes: The Un-
likely Martyrdom of Cassie Bernall,
written by Misty Bernall, tells the
story of a Christian girl who was
asked in the face of death, "Do
you believe in God?" Her ripple
effect went out to the ones in the
classroom, and it continues to
ripple out today. Cassie Bernall
was brought up in a Christian

home, but she rebelled. She be-
gan using drugs and alcohol, was
suicidal, had major anger issues,
and her parents moved to Col-
umbine for a new start. A year
and a half before her death, she
went to a weekend church retreat
and restored her faith in God.
Her dad said she came back an
entirely different person. She was
so different that she was able to
say, "Yes, I believe in God,"
knowing she was going to die.

Your ripple effect reaches out
to many people. A random act of
kindness, such as opening a door
or smiling at someone, makes a
difference. I read where someone
said: "I was having such a horri-
ble day. Then someone smiled at
me and asked how I was doing,
and it changed my entire day."
Someone who is grumpy can
have the opposite effect. The rip-
ple will continue until it hits
something that causes it to stop.
Hopefully, our ripple effect will
be for good and hit someone who
continues to carry it on.

Every single person has a rip-
ple effect. How is yours? You can
positively or negatively make an
impact on others. Before you
jump into a decision and think, "I
am going to do this because I do
not care and I want to do it," con-
sider the ripple effect. It will not
just affect your family and
friends, but it will keep going.
You may never know how many
people you will actually touch.
The stories of Ruth, a nobody,
David, a young boy, and Moses,
who could not speak well, have
been published for all to read in
the Bible. People are still being
affected by them today. We are
no different. What we do today
ripples out and affects others and
can be passed on from generation
to generation.

Sister Victoria Miller

Sister Victoria Miller is a youth helper
at the Church of God 

in Newark, OH.
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G
rowing up, I did not go
to church. In fact, the
only time I remember

being in a church as a child was
for a wedding. I really did not
have any knowledge of God. My
parents raised us with good mor-
als, to the best of their abilities.

When I began the first grade,
although we lived in the North
Fork school district, I attended
Miller Elementary School
through open enrollment. This
was in an effort to keep my sister
and me close since my parents
worked in Newark and my
grandma Betty lives in Newark.
When I was in the third grade, I
met a substitute teacher named
Mrs. Foster (Sister Becky Foster).
Looking back, I can see how God
was working with me from my
childhood. I know it was not a
coincidence that I had her as a
substitute teacher that year!

My dad had his own busi-
ness, and he had Brother Tom
Foster (Sister Becky's husband)
install his security system. I be-
lieve my dad was one of Brother
Tom's first customers.

After my third-grade year,
Miller Elementary School was
shut down, so I had to transfer
schools. My parents chose Leg-
end Elementary, where I at-
tended for the fourth and fifth
grades. When it came time for

me to attend middle school, we
thought I would go to Liberty
Middle School. After my mother
and I toured the school, we were
told open enrollment was closed
because the school was full for
the next year. 

My parents had already de-
cided they did not want my sister
and me to attend the other New-
ark middle school or the high
school. So, my parents were left
with the big decision about what
to do. After much discussion,
they moved us to our home
school district (North Fork local
schools) where I continued the
rest of my education until I grad-
uated.

The seventh grade was a real-
ly bad year for me, and I have a
lot of regrets about my actions
that year. I longed to be free from
the guilt I felt, but I did not know
if that would ever happen, and I
did not know how.

The next year (in the eighth
grade), I had a friend who was
also friends with Cody Green.
Their lockers were next to each
other's, so Cody and I started to
become friends. I could see he
was different (in a good way). I
began to watch what I said and
was more careful of my actions
when I was around him. I began
asking him questions about why
he did things the way he did. I

do not remember how it came
up, but during one of our conver-
sations, Cody specifically asked
me if I was saved. I thought:
"Saved? Saved from what?" I had
no idea what he meant by that.
No one had asked me that ques-
tion before. I do not remember
where the conversation went
from there, but I know at one
point Cody told me he went to
the Church of God. I had never
heard of that either.

I became very curious about
all of this, so, I started research-
ing online. All I could find were 
apostolic churches. At that time,
I thought the Apostolic Church
and the Church of God were the
same because the women at both
churches wore skirts. I began to
consider the idea of wearing
skirts. I really did not care about
what anyone at school thought
about me anymore (besides
Cody). I was seeking for a
change, but I did not know it.

I had my mom take me shop-
ping, and we bought a jean skirt
that was probably three sizes too
big for me, but I did not care. I
put a belt on and wore the skirt
to school. I do not remember
feeling one bit ashamed about
wearing it.

After a while, I tried to only
wear skirts to school. My family
definitely did not understand. I
played softball. So, I had to wear
pants and shorts to the games
and practices.

Cody and I began dating, but
there was a point where we
stopped dating for a month. I am
not sure if I had a Bible at that
time, but I knew I wanted to pray
about Cody and me getting back
together. By this time, I had no
desire to go back to wearing
pants (outside of softball). I
wrote out a prayer in my journal,
asking for God's will to be done.

During that month, an apos-
tolic girl became my friend be-
cause we were both wearing
skirts. She invited me to go to a
church service with her. I begged

God Has

a Plan 

for My Life

Alexa Green
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my mom, and eventually, one
Sunday morning, she took me.
To my knowledge, my mom had
never been in an accident before,
but in that church parking lot,
she backed into someone's Jeep.
Looking back, I can definitely see
God's hand protecting me from
false religion.

Later that month, the Lord
brought Cody back into my life.
I do not remember exactly when
I got saved, but I do know it was
when I came to the knowledge of
realizing I needed to be saved.
Cody's mother (Sister Tammy
Green) had given me a Bible for
my birthday, and I had come to
church with Cody.

One day I was at my parents'
house, and I felt a tug at my
heart. Thank the Lord, I knew

enough to know I needed to
pray! By this point, I was bound
by other things, on top of the
guilt I had from my past. I went
into the bathroom, knelt down on
my knees, and prayed. God
showed me all my sins, and I re-
pented. I believe that was the day
I got saved. When I got up, all
the guilt and bondage I had been
in were gone! Praise the Lord! 

Now, I knew enough to know
it was a good thing to be free
from all those things, but I did
not realize how big of a deal it
was to be saved because I did not
write down the date. Also, I did
not want to tell anyone at the
time.

I am so thankful for the way
God has led my life. Looking
back to where He brought me

from, and seeing the mountains
that He moved to get me where
He wanted me to be, gives me so
much assurance and confidence
that He will continue His work in
me.

Philippians 1:6 says, "Being
confident of this very thing, that
he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ." My fa-
vorite verse is Jeremiah 29:11
(NIV), which reads, "For I know
the plans I have for you, declares
the LORD, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future." 

Sister Alexa Green attends the 
Church of God in Newark, OH.

"Why art thou cast down, O my
soul? and why art thou disquieted in
me? hope thou in God: for I shall
yet praise him for the help of his
countenance."

Psalm 42:5

Things today can become pretty
depressing. It seems there is no lack
of things to be sad about. There are
missed opportunities, losses, failures,
and bad reports. It is easy to get your
mind thinking only on the negative. If
you are not careful, you can find
yourself feeding a "pity me" attitude.
Listening to sad and depressing

things can have a snowball effect.  
If you stop and listen, most of

these sad songs and things speak of
having a broken life, living in defeat,
or barely making it. Ask yourself: Do
Christians who have access to the
power of God live in defeat? Do they
have no one to turn to? Are they
barely making it? Is their life broken
and falling apart? 

We have access to the great God
of all the universe. He has all power,
owns all things, directs the course of
our world, and is on our side. There
are plenty of Scriptures and promises
that back this up. It would be good to

search them out to gain real victory
and overcome the oppression of the
enemy. 

Surely, times can get tough, but
there is victory and encouragement if
you allow them to work. Christians
are victorious, not victims. Our
thoughts are to be higher, thinking
about the good things of God, and
not dwelling on the bad. Even in the
valley, there is a rose or a ray of sun-
shine that comes across our path. We
must remember, the valley is where
we grow. If we were on the moun-
tain all the time, we would lose faith
in God and become spoiled with no
foundation. 

Allow grace to work. Do not
give room for the negatives to work.
Do not look for sadness. Do not
make yourself vulnerable or give the
enemy things to use against you. Be
thankful and give praise in the hard
times. Pray. Spend time in the Word.
God has promised He will never
leave or forsake us. 

Brother Joel Barrows 

Brother Joel Barrows attends the 
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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John 17:15 I pray not that
thou shouldest take them out of
the world, but that thou should-
est keep them from the evil.

16 They are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world.

17 Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth.

18 As thou hast sent me into
the world, even so have I also
sent them into the world.

19 And for their sakes I sanc-
tify myself, that they also might
be sanctified through the truth.

20 Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their
word.

T
here are many questions
about sanctification, the
Adamic nature, and if

you get sanctified, the moment
you get saved. Several teachings
have left people cloudy in their
minds, but the Word of God can
help us understand and bring
clarity. Regardless of what peo-
ple may say, we must seek the
truth from the Word of God.

What does it mean to be

saved? The Apostle Paul wrote in
Romans 5:1-4: "Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ: By whom also we have
access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. And
not only so, but we glory in tribu-
lations also: knowing that tribula-
tion worketh patience; And pa-
tience, experience; and experi-
ence, hope."

In these Scriptures, Paul
spoke about "being justified," and
justification brings peace to our
hearts. We cannot have what
causes trouble and have peace at
the same time. One is separated
from the other. First John 1:9
says, "If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."

Separation From Sin

When God saves you, He
does a complete work. He knows
what He is doing. He saves from
sin, not in sin. Some people say,

"I am just an old sinner saved by
grace." They have not been
saved. When you get saved,
there is a separation that takes
place, and you are set apart from
sin. You have to depart from
some things to come to God.
Sanctification separates you from
sin. The Word of God cleanses
you and straightens your path.

John the Baptist's message
was, "Prepare ye the way of the
Lord." You have some work to
do. There are some things you
have to separate from before you
can be saved. You have to count
the cost. There are some things
you have to quit doing, give up,
move away from, and leave off.
Whenever sin is in the life, there
is transgression against the law
of God. You have to quit sin,
turn your back on it, give it up,
deny yourself, take up your
cross, and follow Jesus. Sanc-
tification separates you from
things you know are wrong.

When God saves someone,
He does not save them halfway.
He saves the whole person. He
wants all of us. When God
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forgives, He forgives all sin.
There is no sin left within you
when you get right with God.
Some people say, "I got saved,
but I didn't receive the Holy
Ghost." The Holy Ghost moves in
the moment you get saved. The
Holy Ghost begins with convic-
tion. He works to draw you and
separate you from sin. Whenever
you yield to the Holy Ghost and
obey Him, He will lead you to
the Cross of Crucifixion where
you will die spiritually, leaving
behind the old man, and becom-
ing a new man in Jesus Christ.

First Thessalonians 5:22-23
says: "Abstain from all appear-
ance of evil. And the very God of
peace sanctify you wholly [the
entire person, not part of you, but
all of you]." You have to give
your entire soul and body to the
Lord. We read in 1 Corinthians
6:20, "For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's." When you get
saved, you are not your own.
Jesus paid for you. He bought
you from the top of your head to
the sole of your feet, and you
become His. The Bible says in
Isaiah 43:7, He created us for His
glory. He requires your body,
soul, and spirit for Him to get
glory from you. The whole per-
son must be submitted to the will
of God.

Set Apart for Service

The remainder of 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:23 says, "I pray God
your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless."
Blameless means there is no spot,
sin, or reproach. It has nothing to
do with what you were, but what
you are when you get saved.
Whenever God comes in, you
become a new creature in the
Lord. Mary Magdalene had dev-
ils, but when God came in, she
was holy. Legion had demons,
but when God was through with
him, the demons were cast out

into the swine. When he went
home, he put his clothes on and
was a different man from the top
of his head to the sole of his feet.

New life begins when God
moves in. It is a holy life, dead to
the world and alive in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. It states in
1 Thessalonians 5:24, "Faithful is
he that calleth you, who also will
do it." What will He do? Fix you
as you ought to be fixed, and
sanctify you, or set you apart.
What does He set you apart for?
He sets you apart for the service
of God, so God can get glory and
honor from you. You are a new
creature for the Lord. That is
sanctification. God does it
through His Word and His Spirit.
You cannot get sanctification
through education or reading
books. You have to get it from the
Book. Whenever you come to the
Lord, God will teach you so you
can do His work.

In the Book of Ephesians,
Paul wrote to a young congrega-
tion after they had a book burn-
ing and had gotten away from
the confusion of the goddess Di-
ana. In 1 Corinthians 15:32, Paul
said he had "fought with beasts at
Ephesus." He warred against the
spirits they had in them. He said
in Ephesians 5:15-16, "See then
that ye walk circumspectly, not
as fools, but as wise, Redeeming
the time, because the days are
evil." 

God wants you and me to
have a perfect walk with Jesus.
You may say, "I don't think any-
one can be perfect." In Genesis
17:1, God told Abram, "Walk
before me, and be thou perfect."
He told Satan in Job 2:3 that Job
was perfect. In Matthew 5:48 Je-
sus said, "Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect." How can you
be perfect? Walk in the light God
gives you. How are you sancti-
fied? You are sanctified by truth.
As you see truth, accept it, walk
in it, be one with it, and do what
God shows you to do. That is

sanctification.
Some people run to an altar

of prayer, shed a few tears, and
then say they got sanctified. You
may pray at an altar and make a
commitment to God, but when
you get up from the altar, there
is much work to do all the days
of your life. Sanctification does
not quit. It works on you every
day. You are continually sancti-
fied through the truth you live
and the light you walk in. As
God gives you light and under-
standing, walk in it, and God
will bless you and sanctify you
with His truth. We did not know
it all when we were first saved,
even though we were truly
saved. The Bible teaches us to
work on our salvation.

Gaining More Understanding
and Knowledge

 
The Jewish people in He-

brews, Chapter 5, should have
been farther along, but they were
not making progress as they
should have been. Hebrews 5:12
says, "For when for the time ye
ought to be teachers, ye have
need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of
the oracles of God; and are be-
come such as have need of milk,
and not of strong meat." 

New converts are babes in
Christ. They do not have teeth,
spiritually speaking, to chew the
strong meat. Preachers need to
be simple in their preaching so
they can feed the spiritual
grownups and those who are
still babes in Christ. Christians
need to grow some teeth to eat
the spiritual meat. Meat is a part
of sanctification. It helps you
discern between right and
wrong. 

When I first got saved, I did
not know the difference between
the Church of God and other
churches. I did not understand
the doctrine of the one church. I
started here, was over there, but
I kept searching. I was honest in
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my heart. You can be honest, but
you still need to find the right
pathway. You have to dig in
yourself and be willing to be
taught. God wants you to learn,
so you need to dig into the Word
of God because it is by the truth
we are sanctified.

Some folks have said to me,
"When you get the Holy Ghost,
you will speak in tongues." They
bring up the Scripture in Acts 2:4.
That Scripture is plainly dealing
with dialect language. Acts 2:6
says they all heard what was said
in their own language. I cannot
speak Spanish or German. Those
are foreign languages to me.
However, I could speak them if
God gave me the gift the
Apostle Paul had, who could
speak and preach in different
dialects. He had to study and
pray, and God used him. We
use what we have and under-
stand.

Babies must grow. God
will help us and sanctify us as
we learn more truth. Hebrews
5:13 says, "For every one that
useth milk is unskilful in the
word of righteousness: for he
is a babe." They do not know
how to put "precept upon pre-
cept; line upon line" as it states in
Isaiah 28:10. Paul told Timothy to
"study to shew thyself approved
unto God" (2 Timothy 2:15). You
can only do that when you put
"line upon line" and "precept
upon precept." You build on
what you have already learned to
gain more understanding and
knowledge. Sanctification is
working on you, and you are
graduating into the family of
God. You are seeing greater
things as you go along.

Discerning the Truth

We read in Hebrews 5:14,
"But strong meat belongeth to
them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil." Whenever

you walk close to God and eat
the meat (the truth of God's
Word), you will recognize when
a wolf is in the crowd. When a
wolf is among the sheep, you will
understand he is bringing false
teachings. You will see a wrong
spirit. You will possess a discern-
ing spirit that lets you know
when the truth is preached or if
there is an error.

It is important to eat the truth
in order to have the ability to
discern between right and wrong.
If you eat it, God will sanctify it
and help you discern the truth,
and He will bless you. We must
work on our Christian life. I have
had to work on mine. I have

watched other saints, and I have
helped young converts along the
way when they had questions.
There are things the truth takes
away from us, but it puts us clos-
er to God.

Colossians 3:7-8 reads: "In the
which ye also walked some time,
when ye lived in them. But now
[present tense] ye also put off all
these; anger, wrath, malice, blas-
phemy, filthy communication out
of your mouth." I did not know
all of that when I first got saved,
and I was rebuked. God will re-
buke you when you get out of
order. He will chastise you ac-
cording to Hebrews 12:5-10.
Verse 6 says, "For whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth." Parents
chastise their children for their
good. God chastises us for our
good. It does not mean He does
not love us. On the contrary, He

wants us to be straight with Him
and know the truth because He
does love us.

The Scripture says to put off
anger and wrath. What is wrath?
It is judgment. When you were
first saved, you may have judged
some things in a certain way
because you did not know. You
did not have all the understand-
ing right away. You may ask:
"Preacher, did I sin? Did I back-
slide?" It says in Romans 4:14-15:
"For if they which are of the law
be heirs, faith is made void, and
the promise made of none effect:
Because the law worketh wrath:
for where no law is, there is no
transgression." You did not sin if

you did not know any better. 
Let us read it again.

"Where no law is, there is no
transgression." When you do
not have knowledge or un-
derstanding of what you are
doing, there is no transgres-
sion. You are only responsible
for the light as it shines on
your pathway. When light
comes, you must obey it and
walk in it to be sanctified.

The Apostle Paul said in
Romans 7:5-7: "For when we

were in the flesh, the motions of
sins, which were by the law, did
work in our members to bring
forth fruit unto death. But now
we are delivered from the law,
that being dead wherein we
were held; that we should serve
in newness of spirit, and not in
the oldness of the letter. What
shall we say then? Is the law sin?
God forbid. Nay, I had not
known sin, but by the law: for I
had not known lust, except the
law had said, Thou shalt not
covet."

The Word of God Instructs

The Word of God is your
teacher. You may not know some
things before entering the Chris-
tian life. However, God sends a
minister or a teacher your way
and instructs you in the Word.
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The Word comes down on any
error and raises up light. You
may be in error, but it is not sin
until light comes. When light
comes, you are only in sin if you
do not put away the error. When-
ever light comes, thank God, you
can step into the light, and that is
sanctification. God is working to
cleanse you.

The Word of God will always
work on you. He does not quit
working on you after you come
to an altar, pray, and get saved.
There is much to learn, and
knowledge keeps coming. Paul
said in Romans 7:13: "Was then
that which is good made death
unto me? God forbid. But sin,
that it might appear sin, working
death in me by that which is
good; that sin by the command-
ment might become exceeding
sinful." 

There are many things you
may not know about when you
first get saved. As you read and
search the Scriptures, the truth
will reveal some wrong you may
be involved in. You may not have
known it was wrong, but when
God shows you, you must give it
up and turn your back on it. That
is sanctification. It will always
make you shine brighter and be a
better Christian whenever you
give up something the Word of
God shows you. It is not the
preacher, but it is God, through
His Word, showing you these
things.

The Scripture also says to put
away malice. Self-righteousness
can get hold of you. The Bible
says in Proverbs 14:12, "There is
a way which seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death." Sometimes, if
someone does you wrong, you
feel you ought to tell someone
else who will side with you. You
do not need to do that. You need
to give it to Jesus. At first, you
may not know any better. How-
ever, when the truth comes and
says you do not need to talk
about it to others, then you ought

to leave it alone.
Jesus told His disciples in

Luke 10:3, "Go your ways: be-
hold, I send you forth as lambs
among wolves." He told them to
remain in any house where they
were accepted. "But into whatso-
ever city ye enter, and they re-
ceive you not, go your ways out
into the streets of the same, and
say, Even the very dust of your
city, which cleaveth on us, we do
wipe off against you: notwith-
standing be ye sure of this, that
the kingdom of God is come nigh
unto you" (verses 10-11).

Matthew 10:14 says, "And
whosoever shall not receive you,
nor hear your words, when ye

depart out of that house or city,
shake off the dust of your feet."
What is the dust? Mourning!
When you are not received, do
not run around and tell every-
body how So-and-So wants noth-
ing to do with you. Do not carry
your mourning with you. Sancti-
fication teaches you to leave your
mourning right where you found
it. You do not need it. It will not
help you, so get rid of it. You do
not need unjust weights in the
bag. That is sanctification, things
which God cleanses us from.

A Holy Offering

We also need to put away
"blasphemy, [and] filthy commu-
nication out of your mouth"
(Colossians 3:8). I have heard
those who say they are holy use

bad language when they are
away from the church. That is
not sanctification. The Bible says
in Matthew 5:37, "But let your
communication be, Yea, yea;
Nay, nay." Sometimes, you may
get in a crowd, and someone
wants to tell a dirty joke. If you
are not careful, you will tell one
or laugh with them. That is
wrong! Light says not to do that;
get away from it.

Do not use secondhand talk.
Some use the word "gosh." Did
you know that is cursing? Ro-
mans 3:14 speaks of a mouth
"full of cursing and bitterness."
You do not need that type of lan-
guage. Holiness is more than just
lip service. God wants us in the
straight and narrow way. 

Colossians 3:9-10 continues:
"Lie not one to another, seeing
that ye have put off the old man
with his deeds; And have put on
the new man, which is renewed
in knowledge after the image of
him that created him." This is the
life we want to build. We want to
look more like Jesus. The old
prophet prayed in Numbers
23:10, "Let me die the death of
the righteous, and let my last end
be like his!" Every day of your
life, sanctification will sober you
and help you be more like Jesus.

Some people say: "I went to
the altar and prayed. I believe I
did the right thing." Going to an
altar and praying is good, but
you need to be careful of what
you are giving to God. God does
not just accept anything. You
cannot carry self-righteousness
to God. That is a strange thing to
the covenant and to the Spirit.
You have to become holy before
God. Romans 12:1 says, "I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye pres-
ent your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable ser-
vice." 

Leviticus 2:13 says, "And
every oblation of thy meat offer-
ing shalt thou season with salt;
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neither shalt thou suffer the salt
of the covenant of thy God to be
lacking from thy meat offering:
with all thine offerings thou shalt
offer salt." What is this Scripture
saying? Your offering must have
the right seasoning. Salt is a sea-
soning. Whenever you come to
the Lord, you need the Holy Spir-
it of God within you to offer a
holy offering to God. Everything
else must be out of the way. You
need salt in your life to be sea-
soned by the Holy Ghost. If you
offer God your sacrifice in the
Holy Ghost, your offering will be
accepted. That is sanctification.

Living a Sanctified Life

Matthew 5:13 reads, "Ye are
the salt of the earth: but if the salt
have lost his savour, wherewith
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and to be trodden under foot
of men." God wants a holy offer-
ing. Romans 12:2 says, "And be
not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of
God."

When you live a sanctified
life, you are proving to the world
you are holy in the Lord. When
people invite you here or there,
be careful. When you see the
world is in it, stay away from it!
The devil will try to coax you to
the world. You do not need the 
world. You have been taken out
of the world, according to John
17:16. You are in the world, but
not of the world; you are dead to
the world. God has transformed
you. Paul said in Colossians 1:13,
"Who hath delivered us from the
power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of
his dear Son." We have to walk in
the light with God to stay sanc-
tified in the Lord. This is a holy,
clean way. 

Isaiah 35:10 says, "And the
ransomed of the LORD shall re-

turn, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads: they shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away." When
you come into the family of God,
walk in the light and the truth 
God gives you. This is a high and
holy way. If you walk this way
and do what God says to do,
there is joy in your soul. 

Second Timothy 4:2 says,
"Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long suf-
fering and doctrine." You will not
feel like shouting every day.
Some days you may not feel
saved, but remember, you are
making the journey by faith. You
are on a highway of holiness, and 

there is joy.
Whenever the devil says you

are backslidden, there is joy in
knowing he is a liar. I have had
to walk by faith. Some places
seemed so dry, but there is joy in
knowing I am saved. I belong to
God, and I am doing all I can for
the Lord. Keep on for Jesus
Christ. Stay saved, stay sancti-
fied, work on your salvation. As
light and truth comes to you,
accept it, be strong in the Lord,
and God will bless you. Praise
the Lord!

(Compact Disc TR-2792)

Brother David Watson is a 
Church of God evangelist from

Lenoir City, TN.

My 

Influence

My life shall touch

A dozen lives

Before this day is done,

Leave countless marks

For good or ill

Ere sets the evening sun.

This is the wish

I always wish,

The prayer I always 

pray;

Lord, may my life

Help other lives

It touches by the way.

               Selected
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Joshua 4:9 And Joshua set up
twelve stones in the midst of Jordan,
in the place where the feet of the
priests which bare the ark of the
covenant stood: and they are there
unto this day.

W
hen Israel crossed the
Jordan, that was a
miracle! The waters

receded, and they were able to
walk across on dry land. God
was concerned that the children
of these people would always
remember what He had done. So,
God told Joshua to take twelve
stones out of that Jordan and to
make an altar. God told Joshua,
"When your children ask their
fathers in time to come, saying,
What mean ye by these stones?"
God said Israel could tell their
children how God brought them
across the Jordan on dry land.
What an awesome miracle that
was! 

I am so thankful I had godly
parents who built monuments
along the way in my life that led
me to where I am today. When I
think of the many children today
who are being brought up with
no godly foundation, I wonder,
what will they stand on? All
other ground is sinking sand.

I am so blessed to have had a
godly mother and father who
taught me about God from a little
girl on up. They taught me that
God loves me and that I needed

to learn to obey Him. 
I was six years old when God

convicted me of my sins. I knew
I was a sinner. I felt like I was the
worst sinner in the church that
day, but God saved me. Oh, the
monuments in my life! 

There was a family altar in
our home. We prayed about
everything. We prayed in the car;
we prayed in the house. I remem-
ber Dad praying when we went
shopping for the Lord to help
him find a parking place. That
made a mark on my little life.
When we found a parking place,
I would say: "Wow! That's pretty
awesome! We can pray about a
parking spot?" I learned I could
talk to God about everything.
What wonderful monuments that
were being built and left for me. 

We had family worship with
Bible stories where we learned
about Jesus and the great value
of prayer! I was taught what is
needed to communicate with
God and how to take all my
problems to Him. What an awe-
some privilege to talk to the God
of Heaven! I was taught that at a
very young age.

Mom and Dad taught us by
example. That was a monument
being built. One thing my mom
taught me early on was how she
and Daddy met. She would tell
me how God brought her and
Daddy together. It was a story I
loved to hear over and over.

Mother would say, "Almeda, you
are a little girl, but you need to
start praying right now that God
helps you to get the right com-
panion." That was another monu-
ment that God, through the faith-
fulness of my parents, placed in
my life.

I could see the great love my
parents had for each other, and
that put a carefulness in my mind
to not marry the wrong person. I
was taught how God can heal
our bodies. What a wonderful
monument!

How important it is for us as
parents, from the time a mother
begins carrying that baby, to
raise that child for God. Deuter-
onomy 11:19 tells us to teach
godly principles to our children
(building monuments) "when
thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way,
when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up." Dear parents,
beware of tearing down monu-
ments that godly grandmothers
and grandfathers have built. The
song "Monuments" says:

Where are the monuments
We should be leaving 
So our children can find 
The way to get home?
We should be laying stones 
So they can follow 
The pathway that leads 
To God's throne.

Sister Almeda Cummings

Sister Almeda Cummings attends the 
Church of God in Newark, OH.

Surround your Bible

reading with prayer.

You cannot know

what the Bible is

saying unless you are

conversing with its

Author.
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AN OUTLINE:
THE TEN PLAGUES

Scriptures: Exodus, Chapters 7–12

THE PURPOSE FOR THE PLAGUES (EXODUS 7:1-5)

• A public demonstration of God's power.
• A pouring out of God's wrath.
• God's judgment on other gods (Exodus 12:12).
• A testing time for the children of Israel.
• Spiritual types (examples) that point to sin,

Christ, and the plan of salvation.

THE ORDER OF THE PLAGUES

The first nine plagues are grouped together in
sets of three. They were progressive in nature, show-
ing the severity of God's judgments. The first three
plagues affected comfort: (1) the water turned to
blood, (2) frogs, and (3) lice. The second three
plagues came against possessions and body: (4) flies
corrupting their land, (5) cattle dying, and (6) boils
and blains (or sores). The last three plagues brought
destruction and death: (7) hail, (8) locusts, and (9)
darkness stopping any work or activity.

The last plague was separate from the others as
it was to reveal a special type (example or shadow)
to Israel concerning their deliverance from Egypt's
bondage and the deliverance from sin that was to
come with Jesus Christ. Notice, with each group of
plagues, a warning came with the first two, showing
God's mercy, but no warning came right before the
last of each group (plagues 3, 6, and 9). This is a
lesson that God will not always strive with man. 

#1 – THE PLAGUE OF BLOOD (EXODUS 7:14-24)

Hapi was the god of the Nile. Due to its necessity
for supporting Egypt's economy, the Nile river was
worshiped. This plague was God's judgment. All the
water in Egypt turning to blood is an accurate pic-
ture of a life ruined by sin. All the fish in the river
died. This plague was also God's judgment against
Pharaoh's orders to have every Israelite baby boy

thrown into the Nile (Exodus 1:22). The Hebrews
hated to drink of it, for it represented the death of
their children. Now, no one could drink of it.

#2 – THE PLAGUE OF FROGS (EXODUS 8:1-14)

The Egyptian god Heka (or Heqet) was consid-
ered the toad goddess, the goddess of resurrection
and procreative powers. Frogs were sacred, and to
kill one (even accidentally) could be a death sentence.
Frogs were in the houses, beds, ovens, and kneading
troughs, but they were unable to kill them due to
their sacredness. "The extreme cleanliness of the
Egyptians rendered this visitation peculiarly dis-
agreeable" (commentary). Yet, when Pharaoh was
asked how soon he wanted the frogs destroyed, he
said, "Tomorrow." Truly, his heart was hardened.

#3 – THE PLAGUE OF LICE (EXODUS 8:15-19)

The god of the earth, or vegetation, was called
Geb. Because the lice came out of "the dust of the
land," it was God's way of showing the powerless-
ness of this god. Some translators say the lice were
swarms of gnats that crept into the eyes and nose.
Because Pharaoh had hardened his heart after the
second plague, God gave no warning and thus no
opportunity for Pharaoh to avoid this plague. The
magicians could not replicate this plague and had to
admit, "This is the finger of God."

#4 – THE PLAGUE OF FLIES (EXODUS 8:20-24)

Khepfi was the god of insects. In this plague, the
insects were everywhere, out of control, and Khepfi
was unable to stop them. The Septuagint describes
these as, "The dog-fly, flies which stick fast in the
skin, lance it with a sharp proboscis, and suck the
blood." In this and the following plagues, God made
a "division" between Egypt and the land of Goshen
(the Israelites), further proving who was sending the
plagues (the God of Israel).

#5 – THE PLAGUE OF MURRAIN (EXODUS 9:1-7)

Murrain is an infectious and often fatal disease of
cattle. The Egyptians worshiped the bull god (Apis
or Menvis) and the cow goddess (Hathor). Neither
god could prevent this plague or the deaths of the
cattle, horses, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep. "And
all the cattle [livestock] of Egypt died." This virus did
not kill any of the "cattle of the children of Israel."

#6 – THE PLAGUE OF BOILS (EXODUS 9:8-11)

The Egyptian god Thoth (or Imhotep) was a god
of medicine, intelligence, and wisdom. Yet, this god
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was no help when Moses took ashes from the "fur-
nace" (or brick-kiln), scattered them into the air, and
all (man and beast) whom the ashes touched became
afflicted with boils. "[Egypt] had oppressed Israel in
the furnaces [making bricks], and now the ashes of
the furnace are made a terror to them" (commentary).

#7 – THE PLAGUE OF HAIL, THUNDER, AND FIRE 

(EXODUS 9:13-26)

God revealed He was using Pharaoh to "shew in
thee my power; and that my name may be declared
throughout all the earth." The pharaohs were be-
lieved to be gods, but God was using this false god
(Pharaoh) to make Himself known as the one-and-
only God. The hail came at the critical time of har-
vest. The hailstorm was so fierce (killing man and
animals) that God's mercy sent a warning to shelter
in houses and sheds. 

Many of Pharaoh's servants believed "the word
of the LORD" and protected their servants and cattle.
The Egyptian gods Nut (sky goddess) and Seth
(protector of crops) were shown to be powerless in
this plague. 

#8 – THE PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS (EXODUS 10:3-15)

"The fact that the wind blew a day and a night,
before bringing the locusts, showed that they came
from a great distance, and therefore proved to the
Egyptians that the omnipotence of Jehovah reached
far beyond the borders of Egypt, and ruled over
every land" (commentary). The locusts covered "all
the land of Egypt." Throughout history, there have
been many reports of large clouds of locusts, but
never like this: "Before them there were no such
locusts as they, neither after them shall be such."

In this plague, whatever was not destroyed by
the hail was devoured by the locusts. Locusts were
greatly feared by the Egyptians, and they trusted in
their gods Anubis (god of the fields) and Isis (pro-
tector against locusts). Of course, these gods were
powerless as well.

#9 – THE PLAGUE OF DARKNESS (EXODUS 10:21-23)

The darkness was "over the land of Egypt." It
was a darkness that could "be felt." The Egyptians
"saw not one another, neither rose any from his place
for three days: but all the children of Israel had light
in their dwellings." The sun god (Ra or Amon-Re)
had no power against this plague. To the Egyptians,
it must have seemed as though Ra was dead.

This plague teaches of the great spiritual dark-
ness there is when people are in sin's bondage. It is
God's will to "bring out the prisoners from the
prison, and [release] them that sit in darkness out of

the prison house" (Isaiah 42:7). It is His desire that all
His people have "light in their dwellings."

#10 – DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN (EXODUS 11:1-10)

The tenth plague would finally bring about
Israel's deliverance. Each plague had revealed there
was a power greater than all the gods of Egypt. This
last plague was against Pharaoh himself, whom the
Egyptians worshiped as a god (said to be the literal
son of Ra). God considered Israel His "firstborn" and
warned if Pharaoh refused to let His people go, "I
will slay thy son, even thy firstborn" (Exodus 4:23).
Pharaoh did not listen, and in the end, his kingdom
was destroyed, his firstborn son died, his army
drowned, and ultimately, Pharaoh lost his own life.

While many other Egyptian gods could be
included in this list, the lesson is, the God of the
Israelites proved He is the only true God, and there
is great danger in worshiping other gods. Psalm 16:4
(in another translation) warns, "Those who run after
other gods will suffer more and more." Years later,
God was still telling His people: "Go not after other
gods to serve them, and to worship them, and
provoke me not to anger with the works of your
hands; and I will do you no hurt" (Jeremiah 25:6).

Yet today, God is exposing the falseness of all
other gods. While most people are not worshiping
idols of wood or stone or gods of nature, anything
that takes first place in our lives instead of God is an
idol. Just as in this account of the Ten Plagues, God
is still saying, "Thou shalt have no other gods before
me" (Exodus 20:3); "I am the LORD thy God . . . and
thou shalt know no god but me: for there is no
saviour beside me" (Hosea 13:4).

When the Israelites (in obedience to God) applied
the blood of a lamb to their doorposts, the death
angel passed over. They were spared from death and
could leave the bondage of Egypt. Likewise, when
the blood of Jesus Christ is applied to the sinner's
repentant heart, he is spared from the sentence of
death and set free from the bondage of sin.  

The captivity of Egypt is a type of someone in
sin's bondage. It is a place of spiritual darkness,
where the gods of this world have the first place in
the hearts of the people. Just as the plagues de-
voured the wealth and health of the Egyptians, sin
takes its toll on people. Thankfully, through the
death of God's only Son (Jesus), a way of escape has
been made. The true God has been revealed, and all
the captives of sin can go free! 

This Bible Study is part of a series that can 
be downloaded at GodsAcres.org. 

("Youth" - "Bible Studies" - "Bible Characters and Events")
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For further study on the subject of the devil, 
read The Devil, His Origin, His Nature, and His Destiny. 

Available at GodsAcres.org (Click on "Resources" and "Study Materials")

Everywhere the word "Satan" is
employed in the Scriptures, it is capi-
talized. Conversely, the expression
"devil" (with the exception of Rev-
elation 12:9 and 20:2) is always low-
ercase. That indicates "Satan" as a
proper name. Certainly its meaning
also speaks to his character, as many
Biblical names do. So, his proper
name is "Satan."

The name "Satan" appears nine-
teen times in the Old Testament (all
are capitalized), and the word "devil"
does not appear at all. We can con-
clude several things from these facts:

(1) Satan is his proper name. 
(2) He is a particular person,

though a spirit being, not just a force
or power. 

(3) The name Satan is of He-
brew origin (the original language of
the Old Testament).

(4) The word "devil" is a Greek
word (the original language of the
New Testament), hence its lack of
appearance in the Old Testament
(written in Hebrew).

The nineteen instances where the
word "Satan" is used in the Old Tes-
tament are all one Hebrew word. The
word rendered as "devil," in the sin-
gular, are four different Greek
words. Two are variations or deriva-
tives of the Greek word daimon. So,
three of them have a commonality.

In some cases, the words "Satan"
and "devil" seem to be synonymous 

and interchangeable. For instance,
Matthew 4:1 says Jesus was "tempt-
ed of the devil." However, Mark
1:13 says He was "tempted of Sa-
tan." Obviously, they are interchang-
eable in this instance. However, the
difference is that the Greek words
are broader and more descriptive and
go beyond speaking of his person
and describe his purposes and per-
formances.

Numerous verses indicate this,
such as: 
• "tempted of the devil" (Matthew

4:1)
• "possessed with a devil" (Mat-

thew 9:32)
• "vexed with a devil" (Matthew

15:22)
• "the devil had thrown him"

(Luke 4:35)
• "the devil threw him down"

(Luke 9:42)
I believe that the broader Greek

language does two things: (1) it uses
"devil" to speak of him as a person;
but (2) it speaks more broadly of his
purposes and performances. When
we see mention of the word "devil"
in the New Testament, it is both be-
cause of the language difference and

the greater enlightenment in this New
Testament dispensation concerning
the "devil" and his works concerning
man.

SHOULD MEN 

GO TO WAR?

We realize that 1 John 3:20-21
speaks of "if our heart [other render-
ings offer it as 'conscience'] condemn
us, God is greater than our heart
[conscience]." These verses teach we
should not violate the dictates of
"conscience." There are certain mat-
ters that are indeed conscience mat-
ters, and the Apostle Paul said that
he exercised himself "to have always
a conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men" (Acts 24:16).
When the Apostle was dealing with
"the higher powers" (Romans 13:1),
speaking of civil authorities, he
talked about "be subject . . . for con-
science sake" (Romans 13:5). 

If one's "conscience" would not
allow them to engage in the action of
combat, there are alternative posi-
tions they may fill and still "be sub-
ject" without the violation of their
"conscience." There are non-combat-
ant roles that one may fill. If their
"conscience" would prevent any type
of military service, we would honor
their conviction of conscience. We
would consider the choice of engag-
ing in military service or not a matter
of individual conscience. Romans
14:4 proclaims, "Who art thou that
judgest another man's servant? to his
own master he standeth or falleth."
So it is a personal conscience matter.

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the 
pastor of the Church of God 

in Summersville, WV.

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

SATAN AND THE DEVIL?
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Winter 2022 Camp Meeting Recordings
Message #   Date Message Title Minister

TR-2933 12-26-2022 Encouraging Our Faith Bro. Abraham Burton

TR-2934 12-27-2022 Bridge Builders of Holiness Bro. Nathan Harding
TR-2935 12-27-2022 Understanding the Holy Spirit: His Personality Bro. Earl R. Borders
TR-2936 12-27-2022 We Cry, Abba, Father (Part One) Bro. Abraham Burton

TR-2937 12-28-2022 The Mercy of God Bro. Brandon Gonzalez
TR-2938 12-28-2022 Understanding the Holy Spirit: His Deity, Distinction,

and Subordination
Bro. Earl R. Borders

TR-2939 12-28-2022 We Cry, Abba, Father (Part Two) Bro. Abraham Burton

TR-2940 12-29-2022 Have We Done All to Stand? Bro. Mike Miller
TR-2941 12-29-2022 Understanding the Holy Spirit: The Expression "Holy

Spirit" and the Name "Holy Ghost"
Bro. Earl R. Borders

TM-470 2022 Winter Camp Meeting Songs #1
TM-471 2022 Winter Camp Meeting Songs #2
TM-472 2022 Winter Camp Meeting Songs #3

2022 Winter Camp Meeting Choirs Songs 
Winter Camp Meeting Songs or Messages in MP3 Format
DVDs available for AM/PM services only

All message and music recordings are available only on regular CDs or MP3 format. The suggested donation for CDs is
$3.00 each and for DVDs is $5.00 each. (DVDs are unavailable for the afternoon teaching services.) The suggested donation
for MP3s is $10.00 each. Postage is $3.00 for one CD or MP3 and $0.35 for each additional one. Recordings may be ordered
by writing The Gospel Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675 N. Cedar St, Newark, Ohio 43055, or  by calling the Print Shop at (740)
345-1312. Please make check or money order in U.S. funds, payable to The Gospel Trumpeter.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
April 3-9 — NEWTON, KS

REVIVAL: Church of God, 400 North Meridian Rd, Newton, KS 67114
Evangelist: Brother Earl R. Borders, from Summersville, WV
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 7 p.m.
For more information, contact: Pastor Brandon R. Gonzalez @ 316-217-2696

April 15 — MT. PLEASANT, PA

FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Service time: 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served by the local congregation. 
MOTELS: Holiday Inn Express, 724-547-2095 (This is on the same road as the church. Please mention that

you are there for the church meeting.) Super 8 Motel in New Stanton, 724-925-8915 (on I-70W, 10 miles
north of the church) Melody Motor Lodge, 724-628-9600 (on 119N in Connellsville)

For more information, contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey @ 724-547-2151

April 24-30 — SUMMERSVILLE, WV

REVIVAL AND FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV 26651
Evening Evangelist: Brother Abraham Burton, from O'Fallon, MO
Services times: Monday-Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.; Saturday & Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Meals will be provided by the local congregation on Friday through Sunday.
For more information, contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders @ 304-872-4047
Website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com & Facebook page: The Church of God, Summersville, WV
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